Future Cities / Food Project: Winter 2019/2020

Food Forest / Speisewald
How can we bring up a conversation about food through challenging people‘s
conception of public space?

How can cities feed themselves in the future? Long term goal - Mega scale

Problem

How can we change the relationship we have with our food and develop a sense of
responsibility and engagement amongst citizens? - Micro scale

More than half of the world population
lives in cities, and this number is expec-
ted to increase.

Cities raise many environmental and so-
cial issues such as poor biodiversity, lack
of resilience, food insecurity and dis-
connection with nature. Monocultures
and conventional agriculture are destroy-
ing ecosystems, the soil and the climate.
We believe that alternatives for our food
futures are in our hands.

spaces, the Speisewald, strategically
positioned in Ebertplatz to support the
conversion of this controversial place

in Cologne, will connect all generations
and backgrounds for collaboration in all
stages of construction and maintenance,
supported by a digital platform.

The Food Forest is an experimental pilot
project that will challenge our experience
of public space and foster the changing
image of Ebertplatz into a cultural, parti-
cipatory and interactive space.

This system is made to spread across the
green ring of Cologne, fully supported

by the crown-like public transport inf-
rastructure of the city. In the future, the &
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Our integrative solution is to grow a Food
Forest (Speisewald) in the Theodor-
Heuss-Park in Cologne by the year 202x.
A Food Forest is an ancient model of food
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COMPONENTS OF THE
SPEISEWALD SYSTEM
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THE VEGETATION
LAYERS

Tall Tree Layer

Low Tree Layer

Scrub Layer

Herbacous Layer

Root Layer

Ground Cover Layer

Vine Layer

Aquatic Plants Layer
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Bamboo tubes planted amongst the Speisewald are
hiding tensiometers connected to the Speisewald
platform, informing in real-time about the soil
moisture and quality, and distributing tasks. Each
tensiometer is linked to a group of plants (a guild) and
is updated by experts and users on the online database
of our network with the plant information and uses.
This collaborative platform, fed with the growing
knowledge of the community will remain and expand as
the Speisewalder spread across the green belt of Koin.
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