
Food Forest / Speisewald

How can cities feed themselves in the future? Long term goal - Mega scale 

How can we change the relationship we have with our food and develop a sense of 
responsibility and engagement amongst citizens? - Micro scale 

More than half of the world population 
lives in cities, and this number is expec-
ted to increase.
Cities raise many environmental and so-
cial issues such as poor biodiversity, lack 
of resilience, food insecurity and dis-
connection with nature. Monocultures 
and conventional agriculture are destroy-
ing ecosystems, the soil and the climate. 
We believe that alternatives for our food 
futures are in our hands. 

Our integrative solution is to grow a Food 
Forest (Speisewald) in the Theodor-
Heuss-Park in Cologne by the year 202x. 
A Food Forest is an ancient model of food 
production that simulates the natural 
system of a forest creating a multilaye-
red, resilient, self-sustainable and incre-
dibly productive edible space.
Through the revitalisation of blank green 

spaces, the Speisewald, strategically 
positioned in Ebertplatz to support the 
conversion of this controversial place 
in Cologne, will connect all generations 
and backgrounds for collaboration in all 
stages of construction and maintenance, 
supported by a digital platform.
The Food Forest  is an experimental pilot 
project that will challenge our experience 
of public space and foster the changing 
image of Ebertplatz into a cultural, parti-
cipatory and interactive space.
This system is made to spread across the 
green ring of Cologne, fully supported 
by the crown-like public transport inf-
rastructure of the city. In the future, the 
Speisewald will provide affordable he-
althy food for the neighbourhood and de-
monstrate a community supported eco-
system that can care for people and land 
at the same time.

#FoodForest #Biodiversity #socialengagement #education 
#local food production #self-sufficiency #public space 

City of Cologne
Permaculture Experts: Claire & Alexandre, Treenick, 
Freinet-Schule-Köln and Realschule am Rhein
Stiftung St.Vinzenz-Haus BGmbH
Local restaurants & cafés
Active working groups at Ebertplatz (AG Begrünung
Unser Ebertplatz
Bürgerverein Kölner Eigelstein e.V.
Project „Essbare Stadt“ - Cologne Dietarian Committee

Which data / information are you using? Creating? Sharing?

Birgit Scherer - VHS Urban Garden Turner Hof
Claire - Food Forest Expert in Taiwan 

How can we bring up a conversation about food through challenging people‘s 
conception of public space?
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Ferment the City Food Forest in Hsin-
chu

Ann Chung’s inde-
pendent rice flour 
factory
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woman from 
St. Vinzenz 
Retirement 

Home

chef at  
Angelo Di 
Fini Cafe 

Espressino

from the 
Unser  

Ebertplatz 
collective

unemployed 
man living in 

the area

local teenagers 
from Realschule 

am Rhein

jazz musician 
from Köln

retired local
gardener

foreigner 
visiting Köln

young mother 
living nearby

family that 
recently moved

 in the area

are out on 
their sunday 
walk and are 
looking for 
activities for 
the kids in the 
Speisewald

scan the QR co-
des in different 
spots to check 
if any watering 
is needed

school kids
from Freinet- 

Schule

KÖLNER SPEISEWALDER

 
upcycles used 
furniture with 
his collective 
in a workshop 
in Ebertplatz

decides 
to donate 
upcycled 
benches for 
the shelter

drops off 
compost he 
collected 
from his buil-
ding at the 
Food Forest

are part of a 
buddying  
system with 
the elderly 
home and 
share a hugel 
with Gisela

are coming 
to the food 
forest every 
week and  
taking care 
of the food 
they will 
bring back 
home to 
experiment 
with

took part in a 
project between 
their school and 
the Speisewald 
to build the 
 infrastructures

are checking 
the platform 
for their next 
meeting with 
Konrad

is part of the  
buddying 
system 
between her 
home and the 
Realschule

it’s her turn 
to take care of 
the hugel that 
she is sharing 
with the kids

benefits from 
the harvest 
next week as 
a reward for 
his regular 
collections

cooks dinner 
on Tuesdays 
for the people 
working in 
the Food 
Forest

scans some 
QR codes to 
integrate new 
ingredients 
into his menu

gets part of 
the harvest 
delivered with 
cargo bike as 
a reward for 
cooking and 
composting

is on mater-
nity leave 
and has time 
to share her 
expertise on 
fermenta-
tion that she 
knows from 
her job as a 
nutritionist

uploads her 
version of her 
Sauerkraut  
recipe on the plat-
form and checks 
if the berries are 
ready to harvest

scans random 
QR code in the 
Food Forest 
and is able 
to access the 
plant cards 
and learn 
about  
biodiversity

is collabora-
ting with the 
Realschule 
am Rhein 
to build the 
permaculture 
design for the 
Speisewald

uploads data 
about plants 
and holds a 
public lecture 
next week in 
the shelter

is working on 
new music 
that he wants 
to share  
during the 
harvest 
festival in the 
Speisewald

is applying 
for a public 
event on the 
Speisewald 
platform

is on a  
business trip 
in Cologne 
walking 
through the 
park spot-
ting the Food 
Forest

GISELA

G
IS

E
L

A
G

IS
E

L
A

MAURICIO 

M
A

U
R

IC
IO

 M
A

U
R

IC
IO

 
M

A
U

R
IC

IO
 

JUSTIN 

J
U

S
T

IN
 

J
U

S
T

IN
 

GEORG

G
E

O
R

G
G

E
O

R
G

SUSI  & 
NINO

S
U

S
I  &

 N
IN

O

A
C

H
M

E
D

 &
 A

Y
S

E

S
A

R
A

H
 &

 F
R

A
N

k
 &

 L
U

C
Y

 &
 F

R
E

D
D

y

A
C

H
M

E
D

 &
 A

Y
S

E

S
U

S
I  &

 N
IN

O
ACHMED & 

AYSE
ADRIAN

A
D

R
IA

N
A

D
R

IA
N

KONRAD

K
O

N
R

A
D

K
O

N
R

A
D

RYAN

R
Y

A
N

R
Y

A
N

NADJA

N
A

D
J
A

N
A

D
J
A

SARAH & 
FRANZ

 & LUCY & 
FREDDY

C
O

M
P

O
S

T
IN

G
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Image captions go 
close the images and 
should be short

COMPONENTS OF THE 
SPEISEWALD SYSTEM

THE VEGETATION
LAYERS

EBERTPLATZ


